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to the condition of the negroes thus emancipated. A
Committee for relieving the Black Poor was formed,
and many schemes were devised. Among them was a
project for settling the negroes in question on the West
Coast of Africa, and Pitt offered a Treasury grant of up
to £14 a head for their transportation. Applications
were accordingly invited from those who wished to
profit "by this opportunity of settling in one of the most
fertile and pleasant countries in the known world", and
finally 441 blacks and 60 London prostitutes were
shipped off to Sierra Leone.1 Useless as such measures
were to achieve their immediate purpose, they did at any
rate direct attention to the fact of negro slavery, and as
soon as the black ceased to be regarded as a mere animal
in England itself the first step had been taken in his
liberation in all British possessions.
It was less difficult to work up public opinion against
the Slave Trade, because only a small section of the
population made money out of it. The centre of the
traffic was Liverpool, and to it that port owed a large
part of its commercial prosperity. Liverpool was only
admitted to a participation in the Slave Trade in 1730,
but she soon outdistanced her rivals, London and Bristol.
Between 1783 and 1793 no less than 313,737 slaves were
carried in Liverpool ships from Africa to the West
Indies, and between 1795 and 1804, in spite of the fact
that during the greater part of the period the country
was at war, the number had risen to 323,777; this com-
pared with 46,405 in London, and 10,718 in Bristol
bottoms.2 Before 1772 there had actually been sales of
slaves in Liverpool itself.
1	cf. George, M. D.: London Life in the XVIIItk Century, pp. 134-138.
2	cf. Muir, J. R. B.: A History of Liverpool, p. 193 et seq.
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